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T h e  S i g N e w s l e t t e r
N e w s  f r o m  t h e  S W O S U  C O P L a t e  S p r i n g  2 0 1 2
Pharmacy Interview Day
T h e  SWOSU C o lle g e  o f  P h a rm a c y  re c e n tly  
h o s te d  its s e m i- a n n u a l  P h a rm a c y  In te rv iew  
Day. D u rin g  th e  e v e n t  c u r r e n t  p h a rm a c y  
s tu d e n t s  w e re  a b le  to  m e e t a n d  in te rv ie w  
w ith  p o te n tia l  f u tu r e  e m p lo y e rs .
T h e  e v e n t  is o p e n  to  all c u r r e n t  p h a rm a c y  
s tu d e n t s ,  a n d  it is le ft to  th e  c o m p a n y  to  
d e c id e  th e  e lig ib ility  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  to  
p a r t ic ip a te .
O v er 13 c o m p a n ie s  p a r t ic ip a te d  in th is  
y e a r ’s e v e n t  in c lu d in g  In te g ris  H ea lth , CVS, 
W alM art, P h a rm C a re , W a lg re e n s  a n d  
K ro g er.
A c co rd in g  to  c o lle g e  o f  p h a rm a c y  
a d m in is tr a t io n  a s s i s t a n t  Kaye A b ra m s o n , 
“T h is  e v e n t  is a  g r e a t  w ay  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t s  
to  le a rn  a b o u t  w h a t  th e  c o m p a n ie s  h av e  to  
o ffe r  in te rm s  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  
b e n e f i t s .”
“It’s a ls o  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t s  
to  b e c o m e  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  r e c ru ite r s  a n d  
fo r  r e c ru ite r s  to  b e c o m e  a w a re  o f  w h a t  o u r  
s tu d e n t s  h av e  to  o ffe r  a s  an  e m p lo y e e .
T h e  re c ru i te r s  a re  a lw ay s  p o s itiv e  a b o u t  
th e  g r e a t  p o te n tia l  c a n d id a te s  w e  h av e  
h e r e ,” s h e  sa id .
P h a r m a c y  I n t e r v i e w  D a y  i n  P h o t o s
S e c o n d  A n n u a l  P h a r m a c y  S p e l l i n g  Bee
S tuden ts  from  the  Rho Chi, th e  pharm acy  honor 
society, recently  hosted  th e  Second Annual SWOSU 
Pharm acy Spelling Bee.
All p roceeds from  th e  even t benefited  th e  W eatherford  
A gape Medical Clinic, w ith w hich several m em bers of 
th e  college of pharm acy  faculty  are involved.
Dean D ennis T h o m pson  ad d re ssed  th e  g roup  and 
th an k ed  s tu d en ts  and faculty  fo r th e ir ph ilan th rop ic  
efforts w ith th e  clinic.
“I w ould like to  com m end  several of o u r faculty  
m em bers w ho faithfully  provide th e ir services to  the  
clinic, w hich is ab le to  serve over 100 d isad v an tag ed  
p a tien ts  each  m o n th ,” said T hom pson .
Dean T h o m pson  th en  asked  th e  aud ience  to  jo in  him 
in ap p lau se  to  recogn ize  th o se  m em bers o f th e  faculty  
and fin ished  by read ing  th e  first w ord to  the  
a ssem b led  g ro u p  of 21 spellers.
The partic ipan ts  w ere all cu rren t pharm acy  s tu d en ts  
com peting  fo r first place w ith Gabriel Pray tak ing  first 
place and the  top  prize  o f a Kindle Fire tab le t.
The event w as o rg an ized  by Rho Chi, w ith Drs. Scott 
Long, Krista Brooks and W. Steven Pray serving as 
ju d g e s .
In add ition  to  th e  Kindle Fire w inner Gabriel Pray also 
received a co m p o u n d in g  spatu la . First ru n n e r-u p  
M elody Elder and second  ru n n e r-u p  Quynh Phi also 
received co m p ound ing  sp a tu las .
The event raised $500 , w hich will be used  fo r the  
p u rch ase  o f c lo th ing , food and m edicine fo r th o se  in 
need.
Bottom (L-R) John Thompson 
presents the proceeds of the 
Pharmacy Spelling 
Bee to Dr. W. Steven Pray, 
Director of the Agape Medical 
Clinic Pharmacy.
Also participating were (Top (L-R) 
Dr. Les Ramos, contributor and 
judge, and
student organizers Minh Ho, 
Jenanna Smith, and Meghan 
Haftman.
P h a r m a c y  S p e l l i n g  Bee in P h o t o s
AACP W a l m a r t  S c h o l a r
SWOSU C ollege  o f  P h arm acy  s tu d e n t  
Kara C onnelly  w as recen tly  se le c ted  as 
an AACP W alm art S cho lar rec ip ien t.
Ms. C onnelly  w as o n e  o f  75 s tu d e n t  
re c ip ien ts  to  receive  th e  h o n o r, w hich 
will cover trave l e x p e n s e s  to  th e  AACP 
an n u a l m ee tin g .
T he s c h o la rsh ip  is in th e  a m o u n t o f 
$ 1 0 0 0  and  covers  th e  e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  
75 c h o se n  s tu d e n t  an d  facu lty  pairs  
from  qualify ing  m e m b e r in s titu tio n s .
T he p ro g ra m ’s p re m ise  is to  se rve  as 
an in fo rm al a p p re n tic e s h ip  fo r c u rre n t 
p h a rm a cy  s tu d e n ts  w h o  w ish  to  fu r th e r  
th e ir  c a re e rs  w ith in  th e  a ca d e m ic  field.
Ms. C o n n elly ’s facu lty  c o u n te rp a r t  is 
Dr. Erin C allen , b o th  will a t te n d  th e  
u p co m in g  July 1 4 -1 8  m ee tin g  and  
te a c h e rs  s e m in a r  in K issim m ee, Fla.
Dr. T a l u k d e r  R e s ig n in g
S o u th w e s te rn  O k lah o m a  S ta te  U niversity  
C o llege  o f  P h arm acy  p ro fe s so r , Dr.
R ahm at T a lu k d e r w as recen tly  a p p o in te d  
C hair o f  P h a rm aceu tica l an d  Social 
A d m in is tra tiv e  S ciences a t W est C o ast 
University(W CU).
Prior to  his re c e n t a p p o in tm e n t Dr. 
T a lu k d e r se rv ed  as an a s so c ia te  p ro fe s so r  
o f  p h a rm a ce u tic a l sc ie n c es , an d  ta u g h t  
p h a rm a c e u tic s  and  p h a rm a cy  ca re  lab.
He jo in e d  SWOSU in Jan u a ry , 2 0 0 5  as an 
a s s is ta n t  p ro fe s so r  o f  P h a rm aceu tica l 
S c iences an d  will leave a t th e  en d  o f  May, 
2 0 1 2 .
Dr. T a lu k d e r is a  fo u n d in g  m e m b e r o f  
co lleg e  o f  p h a rm a cy  a t WCU, w hich  w as 
e s ta b lis h e d  in 1 9 0 9 . T he  sch o o l p rim arily  
n a rro w s its cu rricu lu m  to  e s ta b lish e d  
a re a s  o f  th e  h e a lth c a re  field .
WCU has c am p u s  lo ca tio n s  in O n ta rio , 
C an ad a , D allas, Los A n g e les  an d  O ran g e  
C oun ty , Calif.
Dr. T a lu k d e r will be w o rk in g  to  fu r th e r  
e s ta b lish  co lleg e  o f p h a rm a cy  a t th e  
S ch o o l’s Los A n g e les  cam p u s .
Dr. C h o i  R e c e i v e s  S e v e r a l  R e s e a r c h  G r a n t s
SWOSU C ollege  o f  P h arm acy  facu lty  m e m b e r D r.Jaehw a Choi recen tly  had severa l 
g ra n ts  fu n d e d , w hich  will fu r th e r  a s s is t  h e r w ith in  o n e  o f  h e r p rim ary  re sea rc h  
fie lds o f  M olecular ta rg e tin g  fo r th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  c h e m o th e ra p e u tic s .
Dr. Choi w as aw ard ed  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  from  th e  O k lah o m a-Id eA  N etw ork  o f  B iom edical 
R esearch  Excellence(INBRE. T his will be u sed  fo r th e  p u rc h a se  o f  a  m ic ro p la te  
re a d e r  th a t  will be  u tilized  by bo th  facu lty  m e m b e rs  an d  s tu d e n ts .
An a d d itio n a l m in i-g ra n t w as received  from  th e  INBRE p ro g ram  in th e  a m o u n t o f  
$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  fo r p ro p o se d  re sea rc h  on th e  ro les  p layed  by th e  JMJD2 p ro te in  fam ily  in 
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  c an ce r, in p a rtic u la r  b re a s t  c an ce r.
A $ 3 1 ,5 7 2  g ra n t  w as fu n d e d  th ro u g h  th e  INBRE p ro g ram  la rg e  e q u ip m e n t g ra n t 
p ro g ra m . With th e  fu n d in g , th e  COP will receive  new  cell cu ltu re  e q u ip m e n t, w hich 
is n e c e ssa ry  fo r te s t in g  an d  d ev e lo p in g  new  c a n c e r  d ru g s  th e ra p e u tic  tre a tm e n ts ,  
as well as m o re  e ffic ien t th e ra p e u tic  m o n ito rin g  o f  p h a rm a c o th e ra p y .
Dr. Choi a lso  received  a  g ra n t  from  th e  p re s tig io u s  N ational S cience F o u n d a tio n  
(NSF), th ro u g h  its c o u rse , cu rricu lu m  an d  la b o ra to ry  im p ro v em e n t s u b - fu n d in g  
c a te g o ry . T he NFS g ra n t w as $ 6 2 ,3 0 9  an d  is g iven fo r th e  p u rp o se  o f d ev e lo p in g  
te a c h in g  m a te ria ls  fo r c u r re n t b io fuel re se a rc h .
Dr. Choi received  h e r B.S. d e g re e  from  P usan  N ational U niversity  in th e  field o f  
p h a rm a cy  an d  a  M.S. d e g re e  in to x ic o lo g y  from  Seoul N ational U niversity.
She c o n tin u e d  h e r e d u c a tio n  in th e  U.S. o b ta in in g  h e r Ph.D. in p h a rm a c o lo g y  and  
to x ic o lo g y  from  th e  U niversity  o f  M ississipp i M edical C en te r.
Her p o s t-d o c to ra l  re sea rc h  w as c o n d u c te d  in n e u ro b io lo g y  a t th e  S cripps R esearch  
In s titu te  and  a t th e  U niversity  o f  M ississipp i M edical C en te r  in physio logy .
Phi  D e l t a  Chi  C h a r i t y  D r i v e
The SWOSU Chapter of the Phi Delta Chi Pharmacy Fraternity recently sponsored a charity 
drive that they hope will help alleviate local poverty, while promoting awareness.
The event served as an initiation for the new pledge class, who must build and occupy, at all 
times, a replica of subsistence housing. The fraternity hopes this brings both students and 
spectators within proximity of the subculture of impoverished individuals who are forced to live 
on the fringe of society.
Current fraternity member and pledge trainer Taylor Martin assisted in the initiation process of 
the 30 new pledges, he hopes this breeds compassion and understanding among students.
“Part of initiation is to understand and fulfill societal responsibility and raise awareness about 
poverty.” We want students to understand the effects of poverty on the individual,” said Martin.
Part of authenticating this experience includes requiring anyone occupying the structure to 
remain on the premise until relieved by another student.
“Students can’t leave to go and get food, they must wait until someone arrives.” “This allows 
them to understand the inconvenience of poverty and hunger,” said Martin.
The 30 new pledges represent the largest class since 1956 and was the fraternity’s first 
attempt at raising funds in this manner. All proceeds from the event were split evenly between 
the fraternity, which is coed and the Agape Clinic.
Bernhardt Professor of Pharmacy, Dr. Steven Pray who is serving as one of the fraternity’s 
sponsors, stated that although the project is about assisting those in need, it also allows the 
students to form lifelong bonds and friendships with one another.
“It’s good to get the students involved and to witness them begin to recognize and assume the 
important roles they will play within their communities in the future,” he said
“They develop bonds with each other that allows not only cohesion as an organization, but 
lifelong friendships,” said Pray.
The organization will continue their efforts throughout the work week, donations of cash, non­
perishable food and clothing items were accepted.
Other pharmacy faculty sponsors include Dr. Jaehwa Choi, Dr. Faruk Khan and Dr. Hardeep 
Saluja.
Phi D e l t a  C h i  P h o t o s
Photos: New Phi D elta Chi 
p led g es  se tu p  o u ts id e  the  
p h arm acy  build ing .
